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Dedicated to the cittern discussion group, initiated by Doc Rossi:
http:/ /www.mail-archive.com/ cittern%40cs.dartmouth.edu/

I have merely set down the original tablature in an easy to read
format, without any editing whatsoever. The tablature contains many
mistakes and no time signals, and requires players of imagination and
flair to make the most of this beautiful repertoire.

Robert Edwards was a kirk minister for the parish of The Murroes,
just north of Dundee (my home town) on the East Coast of
Scotland. He was also a member of the Dundee town council. The
only other surviving Scottish cittern manuscript also belonged to a
minister of the Kirk. This might strike some as odd, yet the
Wedderburn Brothers of Dundee had recently printed "The Guid
and Godlie Ballads', putting new words, reflecting the message of the
Reformed Kirk, to common folk tunes. This book was as popular in
Scotland as the Bible. It legitimised' folk music and set the
foundation stone for traditional music to beome the national music
of Scotland.

Rob MacKillop, Edinburgh, 29th April, 2006
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